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Live From Clay County: Clay County Launches User Testing
of New Indiana Case Management System

The vision of a 21% Century case management system (CMS), with information-
sharing capabilities for all counties and users of judicial information, became a reality
on June 2, 2004, when Clay County officially began the first user-acceptance testing of

the Indiana CMS.

Gathered at the courthouse for the kickoff were
Chief Justice Shepard, Judicia Technology Automation
Commission Chair JusticeFrank Sullivan, JTAC mem-
ber and Court of Appeals Judge Paul Mathias, Clay
County judgesErnest Y eltonand BlaineAkers, Clay
County Clerk Mary
Brown, and Clay County
commissioners, law en-
forcement, and other
county officials. Also
present wererepresenta-
tives of Computer
Associates, Inc., (CA) the
worldwidecomputer com-
pany developing the
Indiana CM S, and staff

thefirstreleaseof theCMS. Clay County isthefirst of
four countieswherecounty workerswill begintesting
the new CM Swith actual datain a phase known as
User-Acceptance Testing. Marion, Morgan and
Huntingon Countieswill bethefirst pilot countiesin
whichthefull CM Swill
be deployed.

The new CMS that
will betested isone of
many projects being
guided by JTAC.

Using the CMS, citi-
zensandlawyerswill be
abletocheck thestatusof
cases over the Internet,

from JTAC and the Divi- courts will be able to

sion of State Court transmit electronically

Adminigration. _ orders suspending (or
Judges Blaine Akers, Ernest Yelton, Randall Shepard, Frank . . . .

The Supreme Court sullivan, and Paul Mathias N reingtating) driversli-

Photo complements of Daryl Andrews, Clay County Commissioner censes to th e BMV,

earlier selected CA to

design and install a statewide computerized case
management system. Aspart of itscontract, CA will
customizeitsexisting court case management system
to meet I ndianarequirementsand needs, and assi st
JTAC staff inimplementing thesysteminall Indiana
courts.

TheClay County courts, which previously had no
computer casemanagement capability, will betesting

thestatewill haveanac-
curate electronic registry of all domestic violence
protectiveordersissued by al Indianacourts, ajudge
facing acriminal defendant will beableto determine
immediately whether additional criminal chargesare
pendinginIndiana, andjudges, clerks, prosecutors,
lawyers, and their staffs will be able to process
el ectronically countlesstransactionsnow laborioudy
performed by hand.
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Judiciary Launches Online Child Support Calculators

| n a highly collaborative effort, the I ndiana Supreme Court has created three new
electronic tools that will make calculating child support obligations easier and faster.
“These tools will assist judges, attorneys, and citizens around the state make accurate
calculations of child support in domestic relations cases that follow the Indiana Child
Support Guidelines,” Chief Justice Shepard said.

Thesethreecal culators, which generatetherequired
childsupport forms, include:

(1) anonling interactivestep-by-stepcaculator
completewithinstructions, definitions, and refer-
encestotheGuiddlines,

(2 anonling interactivePractitioners Cacula
tor specifically designedfor membersof thejustice
community withexperiencecal cul ating child sup-
port; and

(3) adownloadable calculator for MicroSoft
Excel for use on computers

without an internet connec-
tionby membersof thejudtice
community withexperience
caculatingchildsupport.

Thecdculaorsaretheprod-
uct of acollaborationbetweenthe
Divisionof State Court Adminis-
tration, theIndianaJudicia Center,
the Judicial Conference of the Indiana
Domestic R ationsCommittee, thelndiana
SupremeCourt Judicia Technology and Auto-
mation Committee (JTAC), and the Marion
Superior Court. Technica development of theonline
caculatorswascompleted by eGov Strategiesof India
napolis, aprivatecompany offeringwebsitestrategies,
processes, and i nternet-based technol ogiesto enable
onlineaccesstogovernment and nonprofit information.
JTAC staff memberscompl eted thetechnical develop-
ment of thedownl oadablecal cul ator.

“Thegreatest benefit of these calculatorsistheir
ease of use,” said St. Joseph Court Judge Michael
Scopdlitis, whochairstheDomestic RelationsCommit-
tee. “Not only dothecal culatorssmplify theprocessof
determining support obligationsincompliancewiththe
Child Support Guidelines, but using each cal cul ator
should beintuitivefor their respectiveaudiences.”

The idea for an online child support calculator
originated when the Marion Superior Court initially
contracted with eGov Strategiestodevelopanonline
calculator foritswebsite. That calculator waswidely
popular, but becameoutdated when amendmentstothe

IndianaChild Support Guiddinesbecameeffective
at the beginning of 2004. In late 2003, in
anticipation of theGuideinechanges Marion
County handed the application over to
JTACsothat JTAC couldfacilitatethe
necessary updatesand thecollabora
tive effort that has led to the
development of two additional
toolsand makethetoolsavail-
ablefor statewideuse.

“We're grateful to
Marion County for a-
lowingustotakeitsinnovative

idea and try to make it even better,” said

Justice Frank Sullivan, Jr., chair of JTAC. “We're
hopeful thesecal culatorswill beusedal over Indiana.”

To access the online child support calculators, visit
www.IN.gov/judiciary/childsupport.
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Judges/Prosecutors Receive Health Care Adjustment to Compensation

On March 18, Governor Kernan signed House Enrolled Act 1401 which providesa* health
careadjustment” tol ndiana’sjudges, magistrates, prosecutors, and deputy prosecutorspaid with
statefunds. Thehealth careadjustmentisequal to pay increasesreceived by all state employees
authorized by the Governor to offset theincreased empl oyee contribution for health carebenefits.
For state employees, the Governor had authorized a $1,092 increase for 2003 and an $884

increase for 2004.

Specifically, thenew law pro-
vides that appellate justices and
judges, trial court judges, magis-
trates, and prosecuting attorneys
receivea$1,092|umpsumpayment
(representingthehedlth careadjust-
ment for 2003), whichwaspaidon
May 5,2004. Inaddition, $1,976
(representingthecumul ativehedlth
careadjustment paidin 2004) will
bepaidtothemduringthepay peri-
odsremainingin2004. The$1,976
increasewill be paid during 2005
and subsequent years, along with
amountsequal toany further health

careadjustmentsfor stateemploy-
eesauthorized by the Governor.

Theincreasesarefunded by a
“judicid insuranceadjustment feg”
of $1. Thefeeshall becollectedin
“each action filed in a court de-
scribedinl.C. 33-19-1-1" (which
includescircuit, superior, county,
municipal, probate, and city and
towncourts), excdudingcrimind pro-
ceedings, and infraction and
ordinanceviolation proceedings,
andineachcaseinwhichapersonis
convicted of anoffense, requiredto
pay apretrid diversonfee, foundto

haveviolated aninfraction, or found
tohaveviolated an ordinance.

The passage of HB 1401 rep-
resentsthefirst adjustment for the
state’ sjudicial officersand pros-
ecutorssinceAugust 1, 1997, when
the second phase of the 1995 ju-
dicial pay reform law was
implemented, increasingthestate-
paid portion of trial court judges
salaries from $85,000 to $90,000
per year, with commensurate in-
creasestothesd ariesof prosecutors

and appellatejudges.

Chief Justice Shepard is Selected as 2004 Recipient of
Excellence in Service Award of the
National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ)

On May 17, the Chair of the National Associa-
tion of Woman Judges (NAWJ), the Honorable
NormaShapiro, judgeof the Unites State District
Court of Eastern Pennsylvania, advised Chief Justice
Shepard that he is this year's recipient of the
association’ sexcellencein ServiceAward. The
NAWJcited Justice Shepardfor hisleadershipin
promoting equal opportunitiesfor womenand mi-
noritiesinlaw practiceandthejudiciary, aswell ashis
tremendoussupport and encouragement of NAWJ.

Justice Shepard isin good company as he
joinsalist of prominent judicial |leaderswho have
previoudly received awardsfrom NAWJ. Among
thoserecipientsareU.S. Supreme Court Justices
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, SandraDay O’ Connor and
William Brennan. Indianaisthehost of the 2004
annual NAWJmeeting whichwill takeplace Oc-
tober 7-9inIndianapolis. Judge Margret Robb of
the Indiana Court of Appealschairsthe annual
conference.
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Effort to Reduce Bias in Court System Moves Ahead

Supreme Court Commission on Race & Gender Fairness

An on-going effort to reduce prejudice based on race or gender is moving ahead
following the supreme court’s review of the project’s initial series of recommendations,
Chief Justice Randall T. Shepard announced in March.

“The hard work and deliberation that led to the
recommendationsarequiteevident. Itisalsoplainthat
muchwork remainsto bedoneinaccurately document-
ingthestatusof raceand gender fairnessinthestate’ s
judticesystemandinreducingany barrierstofull partici-
pation in the legal system, whether they are real or
perceived,” Chief Justice Shepard said.

The Supreme Court reviewed 29 recommendations
presented by the Supreme Court’s Commission on
Race and Gender Fairness, which is led by former
JusticeMyraSelby and IndianaCourt of AppealsJudge
EzraH. Friedlander.

Virtually al of therecommendationswereeither
approved or already underway through rel ated court
projects. Completion of some of therecommenda-
tionswill depend on funding and collaborationwith
other organizations.

But Chief Justice Shepard noted in the Supreme
Court’ sresponseto the Commission’ srecommenda-
tionsthat “ the [ supremecourt] hasand continuesto be
committed toimplement asmany of theCommission's
recommendationsaspossible.”

CourtInterpreter Certification Program

Already, the Supreme Court has approved the
Commission’ srecommendation toimplement acourt
interpreter programtoensurethat qualifiedinterpreters
areusedintria courts.

Membersof thefirst classof thecourt interpreter
certification program havetakentheir oral proficiency
exam. These 19 studentsattended atwo-day orienta-
tion session, passed awritten exam, and attended a

two-day skills-building session. Thosewho complete
theprogramwill belisted by theDivisionascertified
interpreters.

Race & Gender Bias Issues

Inaddition, the supreme court supported recom-
mendationsthat would increasetraining on race and
gender biasissuesfor new attorneysand judgesand
potentially for prosecutorsand public defenders. The
Supreme Court al so supported arecommendation to
decreaseingtancesof disrespect andincivility inthelegal
system. Inregardtothemakeup of thelegal profession,
the Supreme Court supported anumber of recommen-
dationsthat would encouragefurther diversity and that
call for the collection of data about the profession’s
demographics.

Criminal Justice Issues

Onthecriminal justiceissues, the Supreme Court
supported further education effortsabout thejudicial
systemandtheplanto createaframework tokegpmore
detailedraceand gender statisticsinthecriminal justice
system asthestate’ snew case management systemis
developed.

Civil, Domestice and Family Law

Inthecivil, domestic, and family law areas, the
supremecourt supported recommendationstoincrease
victims' assistanceprogramsandto collect morerace
and gender datainfamily law cases.

Thesupremecourt hasasked the Commissionon
Raceand Gender Fairnessto prioritizetherecommen-
dationsand outlinetheorder inwhichitwouldliketo
implementthem.
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The Indiana Supreme Court Rule Amendment Process

Purwanttoitsconstitutionaj authorityand statutory provisions, thel ndiana SupremeCourt
has promulgated several sets of ruleswhich govern the practice and procedurein all casestried
in all Indiana courtsaswell asother matters such asadmission and discipline of lawyers, a code
of ethicsfor judges, and a code of professional responsibility for lawyers. Therules collectively
arereferred to asthe Indiana Rules of Court, but they are comprised of 18 different subsets.

Indiana and federal case law, as well as legidative
enactments, regularly necessitate that those rules be
amended. But aso the dynamic nature of the practice of
law, changing technol ogies, and an evolving society often
requirereevaluation and amendment totherules. So how
does one propose achangeto a particular rule and, more
importantly, keep abreast of all the rule changes?

Proposing changes. The Indiana Supreme Court
receives and considers proposals for rule amendments
from various sources. Asmight be expected, those who
usetherulesthe most, attorneys and judges, arethe ones
that most frequently make proposals for changes. The
proposed amendmentsoften comefrom organized groups
such as the Bar Association and/or its committees, the
Indiana Judicial Conference committees, the Board of
Law Examiners, the Commission on Continuing Legal
Education, the I ndianaSupreme Court Records M anage-
ment Committee, and many others. However, clerks, the
public, business and civic groups, and legislators often
make proposals.

In the mgjority of instances, the court refers the
proposals to its Supreme Court Committee on Rules of
Practice and Procedure for in-depth review and input of
publiccomment. Thecommitteeiscreated by arule, Tria
Rule80, andiscomprised of judgesand lawyersexpertin
the different areas of practice, such asthecivil plaintiff
and defense bar, the appellate bar, and the criminal
defense bar and prosecution.

Proposals for changes should most often be sent to
the Rules Committee. Although the committee' scharge
speaks only of the rules of practice and procedure, in
practice the Supreme Court has expanded the charge of
thecommittee sothat it often examinesproposalsinareas
not traditionally considered procedural, such asthe code
of professional responsibility, rules of admission and
disciplineof attorneys, and administrativerules.

Schedule for submitting rule amendments. In an
effort to streamline the rule amendment process, the
Supreme Court hasestablishedin Trial Rule80aschedule

for when rule amendments should be proposed to the
Rules Committee, published for public comment, and
ultimately proposed to the Supreme Court for promulga:
tion. The scheduleisasfollows:

1. December 1 - Rules Committee Publishes its
Recommendations for Public Comment. The Rules
Committeereceivesproposalsall year long, but it must
make its recommendations not later than December 1
of each year. At that time, all recommended rule
amendments are published for public comment. The
IndianaSupreme Court Web Siteat www.in.gov/judiciary
isthe best place to look for al proposed amendments.

2. May 1 — Rules Committee Makes Recommen-
dation to Supreme Court. After reviewing al the
comments and deciding whether its proposals require
further study or amendment, the Rules Committee
makesitsfinal recommendation to the Supreme Court
and transmits all comments, verbatim, to the Court.

3. July1— SupremeCourt Acts. Duringthemonths
of May and June, the Supreme Court reviews the
proposalssubmitted by the Rules Committeeand by any
other organi zation and adoptsthe new ruleamendments
by July 1.

4. January 1 — Effective Date of New Rule Amend-
ments. The Supreme Court adheres to the foregoing
schedule unless some special need existsthat callsfor
deviation.

In summary, rule amendment proposals should be
submitted to the Rules Committee several months in
advance of the Committee’s December 1 deadline for
publication. Ruleamendment proposals may be submit-
ted to the Supreme Court directly with the caveat that the
Court may refer them to the Rules Committee for pro-
cessing through the rule amendment cycleestablishedin
Tria Rule80.

ThelndianaSupreme Court Web siteat www.in.gov/
judiciary isthe best source of information for proposed
rule amendments and new amendments. We encourage
al interested parties to check the site regularly.
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for the Tenth Circuit in Denver, Colorado.

Cressler had beenthelndianaSupreme
Court Administrator for nineyears

Supreme Court Administrator Douglas Cressler Departs

Veteran Supreme Court Administrator DouglasE. Cressler resigned effective June
15, 2004, to take a new position as chief deputy clerk for the United States Court of Appeals

Priortojoiningtheofficeof SupremeCourt
Adminigtration, Cresder practicedlaw

and previously served asDeputy
Court Administrator. Heassumed
hisnew positionwiththeU.S. Court
of Appealson June21l.

“Doug has been a
tremendous asset to the Court
throughout his career here. His
keen intellect, legal insight and
attentiontodetail havebeenagreat

for threeyearswith the Indianapolis
lawfirmof BinghamMcHaeanda so
spent 10yearsasacomputer systems
analyst at Methodist Hospital.

He has served as an adjunct
professor at the Indiana University
School of Law, Indianapoalis, teaching
courses in both appellate procedure
and professional responsibility. Hehas

benefit to both the Court and the
people of Indiana,” said Chief
JusticeRandall T. Shepard.

lectured on awiderange of appellate
issues and authored numerous law review
articles.

Monroe County Judge Praised for Quality of Decision

TheBIoominqton Herald-Timespraisedthework of MonroeCircuit Court JudgeMarcR.
Kellamsin an editorial published on May 15, 2004.

Theeditorial, entitled“Kellams DecisonaSilver
Lining: Judge sExplanationof Ruling Shows Thought-
ful, Reasoned Approach,” lauded thetrial courtjudge's
four-pagefinding of probable causeto permit crimi-
nal chargesto proceed againstaMonroe County jail
officer whofaceschargesafter ajail inmatedied after
being shocked by aTaser whilein custody.

The editorial noted that the judge’s ruling
“introduce]d] onepositiveelement to thistragic epi-
sode, . . . [h]isfour pagewritten explanation of his

determinationinthecaseoffersarareglimpseintothe
thoughtful, considered, sometimeswrenchingjudicia
decision-making process.”

Theeditoria concludedthat, “ Kellams' thought-
fulness, thoroughnessand reasoninginthiscasewere
exemplary, andthat isasilver lininginan otherwise
dark cloud over the county.”

JudgeKellamsassumed thebenchintheMonroe
Circuit Courtin 1981. Healso servesasthePresi-
dent of the I ndiana Judges A ssociation.
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Indiana Supreme Court Distributes Court Interpreter Grants

| n 2003, the Indiana General Assembly appropriated approximately $100,000 for each
year of thebienniumtobeused asgrantsfor thetrial courtsto enhancecourtinterpreter services.

Duringthefirst fiscal year, 28 countiesappliedfor
and received about $130,000 in interpreter grants.
Grant amounts depended on demonstrated financial
need, thenumber of personsserved by thegrant, andthe
potential improvement in courtinterpreter servicesto
litigantsintheapplying county. Another $100,000will be
availableingrant fundsduring the2004-2005fiscal year.

Beyond providingimmediatefinancial assistance,
the Supreme Court’ sgoal isto document theneed for
court interpreter funding and theimpact that qualified
interpretershaveonthefairnessand efficiency of the
justicesystem. Courtsreceiving thesegrantsarere-
quiredto completeareport at theend of thefiscal year.
Thereport callsfor information onthenumber of hours

of interpreter service provided inthe previousfiscal
year, thenumber of casesthat used these services, the
typesof casesusing theseservices, thequdificationsof
theinterpretersused, and methodsempl oyed to stream-
linethe costsassoci ated withinterpreting services.

Toseek continued statefunding for thiseffort, the
Supreme Court will needto demonstratetothe Genera
Assembly that quaified courtinterpretationisnotonly a
farnessissuebut dsoanefficiency itemduring difficult
economictimes. The2004-2005 interpreter grant ap-
plicationswill beavailablein July. Y ou may find an
applicationat http://www.in.gov/judiciary/interpreter/.

Contact Anthony Zapata, staff attorney, at
azapata@courts.state.in.us, if you haveany questions
regarding thisopportunity.

Ask Jack

(Each issue, Jack Sark, Director of Trial Court Services, will answer reader guestions
concer ning matter sof court administrationor general reader interest. Should nointeresting questions
be presented, Jack will make up a question and answer it! Anyone with a question isinvited to send
it to Jack Sark, Division of Sate Court Administration, 115 West Washington Street, Suite 1080,
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204, or e-mail it to jstark@courts.state.in.us.)

Question: Arethereany newfilingfees
thatwill needtobecollecteduponthefilingof civil
andsmall claimscasesduring 2004?

Answer: Weareawareof two new fees.
First, new Indiana Code Section 33-37-5-25,
effectiveduly 1, 2004, providesfor collection of
a“judicial insuranceadjustment fee” of $1inall
civil and small claims cases and al criminal,
ordinance, andinfractioncaseswhereby thereis
aconvictionorfindingof aviolationorwherethe
defendantisrequiredtopay apretrial diversion
fee. Thefeescollected aretobedepositedinto

thejudicia branchinsurancead)ustment account
inorder to fund the provision of much-needed
insurance adjustment payments to specified
employeesof thejudiciary.

Also, IC 33-19-6-19.3, effective uly 1,
2004, crestesa”judicial administrationfeg’ of $1
tobecollectedinal civil andsmall claimscases,
andindl crimind, ordinance, andinfractioncases
whereby there is a conviction or finding of a
violationorwherethedefendantisrequiredtopay
apretria diversonfee. BeginningJune30, 2005,
that feewill increaseto $2.
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First Case to Be Heard By Private Judge

The partiesin a civil casefiled in the Madison County have opted to have their case heard
by a private judge, former Hamilton Superior Court Judge Jerry Barr. The partieswerethefirst
to take advantage of along- standing I ndiana law that allows partiesto agreeto havetheir cases

heard by private judges.

Thelndianal egidaturehasprovided by satutethat,
incertaincircumstances, litigantscanagreetotry certain
civil casesbeforeaprivatejudgewhoiscompensated by
thelitigants. In order for acaseto qualify for private
judgeadjudication, it must befoundedintort, contract
or acombination of thetwo. Theprivatejudgesd ected
to hear thecasemust beaformer trial court judgewho
has been approved by the Division of State Court
Administrationto serve asaprivatejudge, must bea
resident of the Stateof | ndiana, must beamember of the
Indianabar, and must have had monetary jurisdiction
and subject matter jurisdictionover casessmilartothe
oneforwhichheor sheisrequestedtoserveasaprivate
judge.

Inorder to usethisstatute, partiesmust filetheir case
inacourt. If thecasequalifiesfor aprivatejudge, the
parties may then submit to the Executive Director a
written petition requestingaprivatejudgeandidentifying
thechosenjudge. TheExecutiveDirector verifiesthat
therequestedjudgeisqualifiedandforwardsthepetition
totheselected privatejudge.

Thepartiesnext obtainthewritten consent of the
privatejudge. Upon obtai ning the consent, the parties
filethewritten consent and thepetitionfor privatejudge
in the court where the caseisfiled. The parties may
present the petition and consent either contemporane-
oudly withthefiling of thecaseinthetrial court or after
thecasehasbeenfiled. Theregular judgeof thecourtin
whichthecaseisfiledactualy appointstheprivatejudge
after al of theaboverequirementsaremet. Following
are the statutory provisionsfor trials before private
judges

» All trialsconducted by aprivatejudge shall be
conductedwithout ajury.

* A personservingasaprivatejudgehas, for each
casethat heor shehears, thesamepowersasthejudge

of acircuit court in relation to court procedure,
deciding the outcome of acase, attendance of wit-
nesses, punishment of contempt, enforcement of orders,
adminigteringof oaths, andgivingall necessary certifi-
cates for the authentication of the records and
proceedings.

* All proceedingsshall beof record, which shall be
filedwiththeClerk of theCircuit Courtinthecounty
of proper venueand madeavailabletothepublicinthe
samemanner ascircuit court records.

» ThelndianaRulesof Trial Procedureapply toall
actions, and appea smay betakeninthesamemanner
asan appea fromthecircuit court.

» Costsshall betaxed and distributed inthe same
manner asacasebrought inacircuit court.

» TheClerk of theCircuit Court shall serveasthe
clerk of court for thecaseandthesheriff shall serveas
thesheriff of thecourt for thecase. They shall attend
the proceedingsand performthesamedutiesrelating
totheir officesasthey arerequiredtodofor thecircuit
court of thecounty inwhichthecaseisfiled.

» TheClerk of theCircuit Court shall providetoa
privatejudgeall the necessary books, dockets, pa-
pers, and printed blanksnecessary to dischargethe
dutiesof thecourt.

A privatejudgeispaid pursuant toan arrangement
agreed to by the judge and the partiesto the case. In
addition, thecontract must includetermsfor compensa-
tion of all personnel and the costs of facilities and
materials as determined by the Clerk of the Circuit
Court.

For moreinformation about privatejudges, seethe
Indiana Supreme Court Division of State Court
Administration’ swebsiteat: http://www.in.gov/judi-
ciary/ or the IndianaCode 33-13-15 et seq.
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Federal Grant Funds Help Develop Centralized Jury Pool Repository

| n March 2003, the Indiana Criminal Justice | nstitute awarded $92,000 of federal Byrne
GrantfundstotheDivision of SateCourt Administration for acollaborativeproject between JTAC
andtheJury Committeeof thel ndianaJudicial Conferenceto develop acentral repository of jury
pool information for all 92 Indiana counties. The grant award is for a 75% match with the
remaining 25% ($30,667.67) being contributed by the recipients, for a total project cost of

$122,667.67.

Thesefundswill beusedto develop anelectronic
systemthat will mergevoter registrationrecordswith
records from other sources, such as the Bureau of
Motor V ehiclesand the Department of Revenue, and
purgeduplicaterecords. Thegoal of theprojectisto
provide Indianatrial courts with a streamlined and
centralized sourceof jury pool informationinorder to
expand and diversify the pool of potential jurorsand
facilitatecompliancewiththenew IndianaJury Rules.

ThelndianaJury Rules, which becameeffectiveon
January 1, 2003, requirethat tria courtsusethecounty’ s
roster of registered votersand at | east one other source

for drawing potentia jurors. Throughitsworkinhelping
theimplementation of the Jury Rules, the Jury Commit-
teecollaboratedwithmany entitiesthat maintainrecords
that can beused assupplemental datafor jury pools. A
centralized systemwill decrease administrativework
and reduce costsfor trial courtsto comply with ex-
panded jury pool requirements. Inaddition, thissystem
will also aid the entities that provide the necessary
informations ncethedatawill betransmittedtoacentral
repository only, instead of to 92 counties. For more
information, contact Michelle Goodman, Staff Attor-
ney, IndianaJudicial Center.

New Law Makes Supreme Court Clerk’s Post an Appointed Position

Senate Enrolled Act 72 puts selection of the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Indiana, the
Court of Appeals, and the Tax Court into the hands of the Supreme Court.

DavidC. Lewis, thecurrent Clerk, noted, “[ Theact]
will providegreater accountability and greater efficiency
intheservicestheClerk’ sofficeprovidestothejudi-
ciary, thelegal community, andthepublic.” Withthe
enactment of thenew law, Indianajoins48 other states
with anappointed clerk of courts.

Accordingtothebill, which passed unanimously
in the House and Senate, Lewis will complete his
current term of office. Hewasappointed by Governor
Kernanin November 2003 tofill avacancy created
by Brian Bishop’ sresignation. Lewis stermwill end
on January 1, 2007. At that time, or upon Lewis's

resignation, thenext Clerk of Courtwill benamedby the
Chief Justiceof the SupremeCourt of Indiana.

“Changingthispostionfromelectedtogppointedis
an exampleof good government. Whilethe Clerk of
Courtsofficeisvital tothefunctioning of theappel late
courts, theClerk isanadministrative positionwithno
policymaking authority. It isappropriatefor the Su-
preme Court to havethe power to empl oy theclerk of
itschoosing, without referenceto politicsand without the
uncertainty presented by theelection of aclerk every
fouryears,” Lewissaid.
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